
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

    LEPTOSPIROSIS 
 
 

 
Recent outbreaks of Leptospirosis, a disease caused by the bacterium Leptospira, 
have prompted manufacturers to update canine vaccines. Leptospirosis is a leading 
cause of acute kidney failure in dogs and can also damage the liver. Severe 
Leptospira infections lead to shock and are usually fatal. It can be transmitted directly 
between animals, including humans, when the bacteria penetrate the lining of the 
mouth. More frequently, indirect transmission occurs when the bacteria shed in the 
affected animal’s urine and contaminate the environment, especially stagnant or slow-
moving water.  
 
There are ten serovars (strains) of Leptospira. Previously the annual DHLPP 
(Distemper) vaccine contained two serovars that are no longer the leading cause of 
the disease. The NEW DHLPP VACCINE contains Grippotyphosa and Pomona 
serovars that are responsible for the recent outbreaks. Recovery from the infection 
with Leptospirosis is dependent upon the amount of specific antibody within the 
animal’s system. PROTECT YOUR PET!! 
 
Remember that Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease, which means it can be 
transmitted from animals to humans. PROTECT YOURSELF!! Allow Family Pet 
Animal Hospital to vaccinate your dog annually and in turn protect our community. 
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